
 

 

 

  

 

Letter of Wishes 
 

 

A Letter of Wishes is a confidential letter written by you and usually kept with your Will – 

or given to your Executors or Trustees for safe keeping. As its title indicates, it expresses 

your wishes and tells readers about specific things that you want to happen after your 

death. Because this is a private document, it can contain things that you would prefer to 

remain private and you may wish to leave several letters to different individuals. 

 

The letter can contain anything you wish, but it’s most often used to explain the 

decisions you’ve made in your Will. Letter of Wishes are useful to avoid dispute and so 

when you pass, your family and friends understand why you have distributed your 

estate in the way you have. 

 

Your Will gives the legal framework of your estate. It sets in stone who will look after 

things for you (executors/trustees), who will get what (beneficiaries), and who might 

look after your children (guardians) if they’re under 18. Your Will is a legally binding 

document, and it compels your executors to deal with things ‘to the letter’. If they don’t, 

they can be sued! 

 

So what about wishes or guidance that you might want to leave for loved ones? Your 

Letter of Wishes is not a legal document and, unlike a Will, it doesn’t automatically 

become publicly accessible after your death. Although the Letter of Wishes is not legally 

binding, it is unlikely that you executors and trustees will disregard the wishes 

expressed in it, especially if it is written (and if necessary updated) when you write and 

update your Will. 

 

A Letter of Wishes can provide information and guidance on all sort of different issues. 

So what things can they consider? 

 

Passing on the responsibility for the upbringing of a child is huge request to make of 

someone. So, providing guidance for their appointed guardian can be extremely helpful 

for them. If you have thoughts on education, and really anything personal that you want 

to make sure that the guardians know about, your Letter of Wishes is the place to set 

out those thoughts. 

 

Sometimes arguments crop up between beneficiaries over certain items which may 

have a financial value, but often it is the sentimental value attached to them that is of 

greater importance. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

A Letter of Wishes can be useful in circumstances such as considering who should 

inherit any household items or personal items, for example furniture, ornaments, books 

or jewellery. It also enables you to describe why these items have an emotional or 

sentimental value, their ‘histories’ and importance to you, and why you have chosen the 

persons you wish to receive them.  

 

Whilst, a Letter of Wishes can be useful in avoiding family disputes by providing 

clarification as to who should receive what item, any items of value however should still 

be included in the Will as separate legacies. 

 

Many people will choose to leave legacies to charity when they die in their Will. You can 

choose to leave money to specific charities or if you wish you can leave the selection to 

your executors. The letter of wishes can then be used to provide guidance as to which 

causes have been important to you and can be then be updated as frequently as you 

wish without the cost or time involved in having to alter your Will.  

 

Your Letter of Wishes complements your Will, and because it isn’t a legal document, it is 

much easier (and less costly) to update as your circumstances change. You are free at 

any time to replace your Letter of Wishes with another one, if you want to change your 

wishes. 

 

There is no right or wrong formula for how the letter should be set out and you do not 

have to have your signature witnessed. They’re generally addressed to your executors, 

signed and dated by you, and should simply set out as much helpful guidance as you 

can for those you leave behind. 

 

A copy of the letter should be lodged with your solicitor along with (but not attached to) 

your Will, with a further copy to be kept for your records. You should never write on, 

amend, or attach anything to your current Will yourself, as your Will could become 

invalid.  

 

Although it may be left as a private letter to the executors and/or beneficiaries it may 

also serve as evidence in the event of a Will being challenged. 

 

 

Let us know if you think we can help. You can contact us on 01509 610472, or at 

www.chestertonhouse.co.uk.  

 
This factsheet is provided for general information only and the contents should not be construed as 

advice.© Chesterton House Group 2019 
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